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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1. Applicant's arguments filed 08/13/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

2. In re pages 6-7, applicant argues that Nakamura fails to disclose determining a 
mixing energy ratio for each of the plurality of segments according to the audio analysis, 
interpolating the mixing energy ratio for each of the plurality of segments to produce a 
mixing energy ratio profile, and applying the mixing energy ratio profile to the session of 
video footage, as recited in claim 1 . 

In response, the examiner respectfully disagrees. Nakamura discloses in fig. 1- 
12, paragraph 0035-0044 that " proxy editing terminal device.... decodes the low- 
resolution video/audio data ...read from the proxy server.... displays video based on the 
video/audio data of thus obtained baseband on a display. As a result, the operator can 
create an EDL which is an edit list for only cut editing while visually confirming the video 

being displayed on the display while visually confirming the video, the operator can 

create a final edit list including setting the video special effects and audio mixing, newly 
or by using an EDL created with a proxy editing terminal.... video/audio material being 
recorded on video tapes or the like can be taken in the local storage units... as clips via 

the video tape recorders ...and used for editing the operator finishes to create the 

edit list and enters a command to execute this edit list, the editing terminal device 
....sequentially reads the corresponding high-resolution video/audio data.... from the 
data I/O cache unit.... Based on the edit list, applies, if required, special effects and 
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audio mixing to the higli-resolution video/audio data. ...sends tlius obtained edited 

video/audio data to the material server ", paragraph 0056-0073 that " a case 

where a clip pasted on the time line window... is composed of one cut video and two cut 
audio accompanied with the cut video.... the colored area .... Indicating the cut video 
and the colored areas ... Indicating the cut audio are shown on the time line....", 

paragraph 0117-0128 that " when the operator creates an edit list, if he/she desires 

to apply audio mixing to audio of a cut or a clip passed to an audio track the desired 

audio mixing can be set in the following manner the operator moves the play 

line... being displayed in the time line part ...of the time line editor window... to the 
colored area... corresponding to a desired cut or clip to be subjected to the audio 
mixing, out of the cuts or clips pasted to the audio tracks... and then clicks an audio 

mixer button. ...of the button group ...locating at the upper part of the time line part an 

audio mixer window.... is displayed in which a plurality of mixing parts ...each having a 
volume... a level meter.... various setting buttons ....are provided in correspondence with 

the audio tracks. ..of the time line for outputting edited audio, such setting has been 

done that the audio mixing should be applied, based on the details set.. ..to the audio 
data at a time of playback of the audio part pasted to the audio track....", Nakamura 
discloses editing of video which is divided into plurality of segments according to audio 
analysis, mixing a video and audio and making a final edit list including setting the video 
special effects and audio mixing, newly or by using an EDL created, and apply video 
special effects and audio mixing to the video segments. 
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3. Claims 3, 4, 6, 7, 11, 12, 15-19 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in 
tlie paragraph 2 above. 

4. Claims 5, 13, 14 are rejected for the same reason as discussed in the paragraph 
2 above. 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to part of claim 1 which has a limitation of 
footage is analyzed with respect to predefined auditory patterns and non-predefined 
auditory patterns, have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of 
rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 1, 3-4, 6-7, 11-12, 15-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US 20050025454 by Nakamura et al. in view of GB 238771 OA by 
Arredondo et al. and US 7,248,778 by Anderson et al. 

7. Regarding claim 1, Nakamura discloses a method for implementing an adaptive 
mixing energy ratio in an image-editing environment, comprising the following steps: 

• applying at least one audio analysis technique to a session of video stored 
in a computer readable media for performing an analysis wherein the 
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footage is analyzed with respect to predefined auditory patterns (fig. 1-12, 
paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128); 

• determining a mixing energy ratio for each of the plurality of segments 
according to the audio analysis (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, 
paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128) 

• interpolating the mixing energy ratio for each of the plurality of segments 
to produce a mixing energy ratio profile (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, 
paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128) 

• applying the mixing energy ratio profile to the session of video (fig. 1-12, 
paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128). 

Nakamura fails to disclose the footage is analyzed with respect to non-predefined 
auditory patterns, demarcating the session of video footage into a plurality of segments 

Arredondo discloses demarcating the session of video footage into a plurality of 
segments (see abstract, page 4 lines 18-page 6 lines 12) 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Nakamura's system to 
include a demarcating, as taught by Arredondo, of video footage into plurality of 
segments for easy editing purpose. 

Nakamura and Arredondo both fail to disclose the footage is analyzed with 
respect to non-predefined auditory patterns 

Anderson discloses the footage is analyzed with respect to non-predefined 
auditory patterns (fig. 4, col. 5 lines 43-61) 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the tinne of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Nakamura and Arredondo's 
system to include a non-predefined auditory patterns, as taught by Anderson, for having 
more flexibility to a user while they are editing and listing. 

8. Regarding claim 3, Nakamura discloses the method comprising applying at least 
a video analysis technique to a session of video footage (Arredondo, see abstract) 
stored in a computer readable media for performing an analysis (fig. 1-12, paragraph 
0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128). 

9. Regarding claim 4, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the footage is 
analyzed by audio analysis techniques, video analysis techniques, or a combination of 
audio and video analysis techniques (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056- 
0073, 0117-0128). 

10. Regarding claim 6, Arredondo discloses the method wherein the demarcating 

step comprises demarcating the session of video footage into a plurality of segments 
based on contents of the footage (see abstract, page 4 lines 18-page 6 lines 21). 

1 1 . Regarding claim 7, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the analysis returns 
predetermined parameters corresponding to properties of the footage for each of the 
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plurality of segments (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117- 
0128). 

12. Regarding claim 11, Nakamura discloses the method step further comprising 
analyzing the footage with respect to predefined video patterns and non-predefined 
video patterns (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128). 

13. Regarding claim 12, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the mixing energy 

ratio is a ratio of an audio energy of a first soundtrack to an audio energy of a second 
soundtrack (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0114-0128). 

14. Regarding claim 15, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the first 
soundtrack and the second soundtrack each comprise a plurality of channels 
(paragraph 0107). 

15. Regarding claim 16, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the determining 

step comprises determining an average mixing energy ratio point for each of the 
plurality of segments (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0114- 
0128). 

16. Regarding claim 17, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the determining 
step comprises determining a plurality of mixing energy ratio points for each of the 
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plurality of segments (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0114- 
0128). 

17. Regarding claim 18, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the step of 

applyling the mixing energy ratio profile to the session of video footage comprises 
applying an adaptive mixing energy ratio to segments of special interest and applying 
an average mixing energy ratio to remaining segments of the session of video footage 
(fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0114-0128). 

18. Regarding claim 19, Nakamura discloses the method wherein the interpolating 
step comprises interpolating the mixing energy ratio for each of the plurality of segments 
to produce a mixing energy ratio profile, the maximum gradient of the mixing energy 
ratio profile being limited according to a predefined limit (fig. 1-12, paragraph 0035- 
0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0114-0128). 

19. Claims 5, 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 20050025454 by Nakamura et al., GB 238771 OA by Arredondo et al. and US 
7,248,778 by Anderson et al. 

20. Regarding claim 5, Nakamura discloses analysis technique (fig. 1-12, paragraph 
0035-0044, paragraph 0056-0073, 0117-0128), Arredondo discloses the method 
wherein step comprises demarcating the session of video footage into a plurality of 
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segments (see abstract, page 4 lines 18-page 6 lines 21), Anderson discloses non- 
predefined auditory patterns (fig. 4, col. 5 lines 43-61) but fail to teach demarcating of 
video based on predetermined run-time lengths. 

It is noted that the use of demarcating of video based on predetermined run-time 
lengths is old and well-known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. 
Moreover, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to have a well-known demarcating of video based on 
predetermined run-time lengths for a user to have more flexibility to do edition of video. 

21. Regarding claim 13, Nakamura discloses different soundtrack, Arredondo 
discloses demarcating of session, Anderson discloses non-predefined auditory patterns 
but fail to disclose the method wherein the first soundtrack is a speech soundtrack or a 
music soundtrack. 

It is noted that the use speech soundtrack or music soundtrack is old and well- 
known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have a well-known speech soundtrack or music soundtrack for user to use different 
soundtrack in editing system 

22. Claim 14 is rejected for the same reason as discussed in the corresponding 
claim 13 above. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 



Claims 9-10 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 



Conclusion 



Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9 AM - 5 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

NC 

12/05/2008 



/Thai Iran/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



